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Empuu grabbed his suitcase and his guitar case, saying his farewells to his bandmates following their final 
show at the last festival of the season. Well, saying his farewells to Jukka and Tarja, as Tuomas and Sami had 


once again vanished with groupies. 


"Yeah, I'll be back in Kitee in a few days," Emppu told Jukka, his best friend since even before they'd started 
school. "But that'll be just to pack, once | make my final plans for moving. My parents could use the extra 


space, and you two won't be around much either anymore." 


"True enough, bro, Satu's already looking at places for rent near the university in Joensuu," Jukka agreed. "And 


you'll be back off to the Sibelius Academy, right, Tarja?" 


"Actually, I'm studying in Germany this year," Tarja said. "That's why I've been only joining you boys in time for 
the festivals each weekend for the last month, my classes started already." 


Emppu smiled. "Well, | wish you the best with the classes, Tarja. You take care of yourself, and I'll see you 


when you come back to visit. Christmas, maybe?" 


"Most likely," Tarja nodded. She gave Emppu a quick hug, then hugged Jukka as well before hurrying off with 


her own suitcase in hand, to where a taxi waited. 


Jukka gave Emppu's shoulder a squeeze. "You take care as well, bro, and if you need help with the move, let 


me know." 


‘| will, but | shouldn't need help," Emppu said. "I'll hire a mover to transport my stuff, that'll be easier than 
asking you to drive half the width of Finland four times or more - you know your car isn't big enough to haul 


everything at once, so that would be at least two round trips you'd have to make." 


"Yeah, good point," Jukka conceded. "Satu's already said we'll hire a mover when we've found a place, for much 


the same reason - and Joensuu's barely a quarter of the distance from Kitee as Helsinki is." 


"You've got yourself a good lady, Jukka," Emppu smiled. "Listen to her, yeah? I'll call whenever | get back to 
Kitee" He picked up his suitcase and guitar case once more and headed off to meet up with Esa, his boyfriend 


of a week. 


"Hei, Emppu," Esa called from their arranged meeting place near the bus exit. He stepped forward and hugged 


Emppu gently. "How are you, muru?" 


Emppu smiled, setting his luggage down long enough to return the hug. "Hei, kulta. I'm looking forward to having 
some time with you, when we don't have to worry about getting onstage or needing to hurry back to our 


respective buses," he said with a smile. 


Esa smiled back softly. "And I've been looking forward to taking you on a proper date so | can show you how 


special you are." 


Kulta.." Emppu blushed, but he smiled. "I'm glad we both played yesterday, then, so that we can do anything 


we want Today." 


"Anything?" Esa teased as they climbed aboard the shuttle to the train station with several other people from 


various bands. 
"Anything," Emppu said firmly, despite the blush still staining his cheeks. 
Arriving at the station, they managed to get on the train to Helsinki within a few minutes and grabbed seats 


next to each other. "So, what would you like for dinner?" Esa asked. "Might as well start planning now, as we've 


got almost an hour to Helsinki." 


‘Oh, | don't know, pizza, maybe? It's the one thing we don't see at festivals," Emppu said with a chuckle. "I've 
got fairly simple tastes." 


"Pizza sounds good to me," Esa agreed. They went on to discuss their favorite toppings, then books and movies. 


When they got off the train in Helsinki, they checked into the hotel they'd chosen as being a reasonable price 
for them while they looked for rentals. They discussed what to look for over their pizza 


"As much as it's tempting to get a place together, | think we should get separate places," Emppu said softly. 
"Yes, we've grown close over the festival season, but we've only just decided to be more than friends a week 
ago." He looked a little nervously up at Esa, hoping that his caution wouldn't torpedo their relationship before it 
really got started. 


Esa understood Emppu's concerns, though. "| agree with you," he said. "Sure, I'd love to get a place together, 
but you're right. This is our first proper date - better we take some time to be sure we're good as a couple 
and not better off remaining just friends before we live together. What do you think, look for places with six- 
month contracts, and then discuss possibly getting a place together closer to the end of that time?" 


"Yeah, that sounds like a good plan," Emppu said, giving Esa a relieved smile. "I also have to admit, I'm looking 
forward to having a place all to myself for a bit. With all my siblings, the house was always crowded, growing 
up, and of course touring has either been bunks on a bus or as many as four of us crammed into a hotel 


room together to try to save money.” 


Esa chuckled. "Yeah, | remember those days of touring on a low budget myself! | swear there were times when 


our gear was more comfortable than we were." 


Emppu laughed and they started trading stories of some of the more ludicrous situations they'd found 
themselves in on the road. Esa had more stories, as Amorphis had been together and touring quite a bit longer 
than Nightwish had, but Emppu had some good ones as well, especially of himself and Jukka needing to get 
passes in order for Nightwish to play a few shows during their military service. 


After they ate, they walked up the road to where the traveling funfair Suomen Tivoli had set up for the final 
two weeks of its season. They went on a few rides before sharing a cone of candy floss, then wandered past 
the game booths. 


Emppu's eyes gleamed when he saw the Test-Your-Strength game. "I'm going to try that, kulta," he said with a 


grin. 


Esa chuckled at the look on his boyfriend's face. "You know something | don't, don't you, muru?" he asked. "I'm 


horrible at that, | hardly ever get more than halfway up, forget ringing the bell." 


"And the game operators always underestimate me because l'm so small," Emppu said. He walked up to the 
game platform and paid the fee for his attempt, to the attendants ill-concealed amusement. Picking up the 


hammer, he gave it a few practice swings, getting a feel for the heft and balance before taking his position by 
the lever. He set himself with his feet apart in a judo stance from his competitive days, then exploded into 


motion, striking the lever sharply and hearing a satisfying CLANG! from the bell a heartbeat later. 


The attendant looked gobsmacked as he accepted the hammer back from Emppu. "Pick your prize," he said, 
gesturing to the display of stuffed animals. 


"The lion, thanks," Emppu said. The attendant handed him the plush lion, which he then presented to Esa. "For 
you, kulta," he said softly. 


"Muru..." Esa blushed. "You won it." 
"Yes, | won it for you," Emppu said, smiling. "Isn't this what couples do?" 


Esa smiled and accepted the lion, stealing a kiss at the same time. "Yeah, | guess they do," he admitted. "I just.. 


wasn't expecting it, you know?" 


"| know." Emppu tugged him in for another soft kiss. "How about we ride the Ferris wheel, then head back to 
the hotel?" 


"Sounds like fun," Esa agreed. 


They joined the queue for the Ferris wheel, riding snuggled together and exchanging a few kisses when their 
car stopped at the top. After the ride, they walked back towards their hotel, holding hands and pausing every 
so often to steal soft kisses from one another in the shadows between the buildings they passed along the 


way. When they reached the hotel, they took turns washing up, then Esa turned the tv on for a bit of 


background noise. 
Emppu tilted his head slightly as he looked up at his boyfriend. "Is everything okay?" he asked softly. 


"Yeah, | just... you know I'm not pushing for anything to happen, right?" Esa asked. "| mean, yeah, | want you, 
but | don't want you to feel obligated or anything. | just..." 


Emppu reached up to lay a finger over Esa's lips. "I know, Esa," he said, smiling. "And it means a lot to me that 
you want to be sure that whatever happens is by my choice. Believe me, kulta, it is" He blushed but admitted, 


‘Ive been thinking about being alone with you ever since the first time you kissed me." 
Esa blushed at that admission. "Well. in that case, we should take advantage of being alone, yeah?" 
"Yeah," Emppu agreed. He deliberately pulled a bottle of lube and a couple of condoms from his toiletry kit, 


setting them on the nightstand. Then he wrapped his arms around Esa, pulling the taller man down to capture 
his lips in a burning kiss. 


Holding Emppu close, Esa purred softly. Without breaking the kiss, he tugged his boyfriend onto his lap as he 
sat on the bed. He slid his hands up under Emppu's t-shirt, reveling in the feel of the warm flesh under his 
fingers. 


Emppu moaned softly, his body reacting with approval as he moved to return the favor. He pulled back from 
the kiss to trail his lips along Esa's jaw and down his neck. His hands tugged his boyfriend's shirt up and off, 


and he paused to gaze in admiration for a moment before exploring Esa's torso with both hands. 


"Feels good, Emppu," Esa murmured, divesting his boyfriend of his shirt. He wrapped his arms around Emppu 
once again, moaning softly at feeling the smaller man's solid warmth against his chest, and lay back on the bed 
while pulling Emppu down with him. He moaned again as the shift pressed Emppu's arousal against his stomach 
and he rubbed his own growing erection against his boyfriend's leg. 


"Please, Esa.." Emppu moaned, his hips undulating gently as he enjoyed the body contact. "Want you so much..” 


"You're sure, muru?" Esa asked softly. His hands slowly slid down Emppu's back and under the waistband of his 


jeans to caress his ass cheeks. 


"God, yes." Emppu dropped soft little kisses along Esa's collarbones as he worked to unfasten his jeans. "Want 


to touch you.. want you to Touch me.. you feel so good, kulta..." 


"So do you, muru," Esa murmured, wasting no time in removing Emppu's jeans and briefs, then shifting to let 
Emppu more easily strip him of his own. "You look gorgeous." He let his hands wander over Emppu's shoulders 
and solid chest, then drop lower to skim along his waist and hips. He trailed his lips down the pale column of 
Emppu's throat, then lower still "And you taste delicious," he added before licking up the underside of Emppu's 


erection. 


"Kulta.." Emppu breathed, then gasped at the touch of Esa's tongue on his cock. "Oh... that's... thats." His hands 
caressed Esa's shoulders and carded through his hair. "So good.. want to taste you too.." He twisted around, 
attempting to reach his boyfriend's erection 


Esa chuckled softly. "Turn about is fair play, hmm?" He drew Emppu's length into his mouth, then pulled back. 


He reversed his position and closed his lips around Emppu's shaft once more. 


"Mm," Emppu moaned as he licked his way up Esa's cock before wrapping his lips around it and sucking gently. 


His hands caressed his lover's thighs and ass, eliciting a moan. 


"Vittu... Emppu.." Esa's hips jerked in response to his lover's actions. "Stop, muru... | don't want this over too 


soon..." 


Emppu chuckled warmly as he pulled back. "Yeah.. been a while for me, too" He turned back around and kissed 
Esa deeply. "| want to give myself to you, kulta" 


"You're sure?" Esa's dark blue eyes searched Emppu's face. 
"Very sure," Emppu said, his light blue eyes serious. He lifted a hand to caress Esa's cheek. "I trust you." 


Esa smiled softly and leaned in for a tender kiss. He reached for the lube and coated his fingers, gently 


breaching Emppu's passage, working it around and feeling for his lover's sweet spot. 


Emppu gasped when Esa's finger brushed over his sweet spot. "Oh.. oh God.. Esa." His hips lifted, thrusting 
eagerly on that invading finger. 


Sucking in a breath at Emppu's responsiveness, Esa added a second finger, then a third. "Feels so good, Emppu.. 


want you so badly..." 


"Take me, Esa.. | want you, too.." Emppu grabbed a condom and ripped the packet open, then sat up far enough 


to roll it onto Esa, adding some caresses in the process. 


Esa moaned, then carefully withdrew his fingers, coating himself with the lube before sinking himself slowly 
into Emppu's tight heat. "Oh, Emppu.." He held still for a long moment, then started a slow and sensual 
thrusting while wrapping his slick fingers around Emppu's cock, stroking in time with his thrusts. 


Emppu moaned, pulling his legs back and hooking his ankles over Esa's shoulders, then reaching around to 


caress his lover's ass cheeks once again. "Oh... right there.. so good.." he panted. 


"So hot.. so tight..." Esa gasped out, thrusting with ever-increasing force even as he felt Emppu's cock starting 
to throb in his grasp. "Come for me, Emppu..” 


"So close." Emppu breathed, his hands clutching at Esa's ass, trying to pull him closer still. "Oh.. oh God.. Esa!" 
he cried softly as he spilled over his lover's hand. 


"Emppu!" Esa moaned as his lover's passage tightened around his shaft. He strained forward, climaxing deep 
within Emppu's passage. Bracing his weight on his forearms so as not to crush Emppu under his weight, he 


leaned down to kiss him softly. "You're amazing, Emppu," he murmured. 
"You're the amazing one," Emppu countered with a smile, returning that kiss tenderly. 


Esa carefully withdrew himself and wrapped the condom in a tissue before tossing it into the bin, then 
grabbing more tissues and cleaning his lover. Laying down beside Emppu once more, he pulled the smaller man 
into his arms with a soft smile. "I'm glad you agreed to spending the next couple of days with me," he said 


softly. "This feels good. Not just the sex, | mean, but holding you, just being with you." 


"It does feel good," Emppu murmured as he nestled close, feeling warm and safe in Esa's arms. "l'm so glad | 


crashed into you that day" 


"So am |," Esa agreed sleepily, kissing Emppu once more before they both succumbed to slumber. 


